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25x1 CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OFFICE OF C W E N T  INTELLIGENCE 

22 August 1961 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Bloc M i l i t a r y  A c t i v i t i e s  Which May Be Re la t ed  
t o  t h e  B e r l i n  S i t u a t i o n  

1. On 8 J u l y  1961 Khrushchev announced a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  

t he  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  budget and suspens ion  of t h e  program for  

r educ ing  m i l i t a r y  manpower i n  the armed forces. Khrushchev 's  

s t a t e m e n t  on m i l i t a r y  manpower m e r e l y  took o f f i c i a l  cognizance  

of t h e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  because t h e  f o r c e  r e d u c t i o n  program 

a p p a r e n t l y  ended i n  l a t e  1960 a f t e r  accomplishing abou t  h a l f  

of t h e  announced 1.2 m i l l i o n  r e d u c t i o n  g o a l .  

2 .  Since  '13 August 1961, numerous r e p o r t s  have been re- 

c e i v e d  i n d i c a t i n g  a r r i v a l  of S o v i e t  u n i t e  i n  Eas t  Germany as 

w e l l  as i n  B e r l i n .  Except a s  noted  below, we canno t  conf i rm 

any s i g n i f l c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  Bloc m i l i t a r y  r e a d i n e s s  which 

would r e l a t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  B e r l i n ,  

3. Except f o r  l o c a l  r e d l a p o s i t i o n s  of u n i t s  around Ber- 

l i n  a t  t h e  time of c l o s u r e  of t h e  boundary, S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  East Germany appear  t o  f i t  i n t o  exercises which 

a r e  normal f o r  t h i s  t i m e  of the yea r .  The month of August 

marks t h e  e a r l y  phase  of e x t e n s i v e  f a l l  maneuvers i n  a l l  Bloc 
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